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Today's Paper » MISCELLANEOUS

dated January 2, 1960: Tuticorin harbour scheme

“The Tuticorin harbour scheme and the Sethusamudram canal project will come into being soon and when these two
schemes fructify, the distance between the east and the west coasts will become much shorter and big ocean going
vessels will also call at this port,” said Mr. S.V. Ramaswamy, Deputy Minister for Railways, Union Government,
replying to a memorandum presented on behalf of a number of trade organisations in Tuticorin town. The
memorandum was presented at a reception arranged in the Indian Chamber of Commerce premises, Mr. A.P.C.
Veerabahu, M.L.A,, presiding. Replying, the Minister said the Government were doing their very best to develop

(uticorin port as also the Sethusamudram canal. _ /
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GALAXY-IN V.0.C. FIRMAMENT

(S.MARGASAHAYAM, RETD FACULTY MEMBER, DEPT OF ENGLISH)

Kulapthi Shri A.P.C

Shri. V.O.Chidambaram Pillai steered the ship of his own with no 'heavenly' star to
guide his course to reach a free India! It is a sweet irony that Shri V.O.C himself became a
'lode-star' to many a patriot, of whom our illustrious son of the soil (Tuticorin), Shri
Kulapathi was one. To Shri A.P.C.Veerabahu, V.0O.C symbolized sacrifice, scholarship and
arelentles quest for the uplift of the poor. No wonder ,our Kulapathi imbibed the virtues, the
great leader professed and practised, and thereby hangs a tale!

The vision of Shri A P C Veerabahu encompassed a range of projects, materializing the
passion and values which V.O.C cherished. The edifice of this magnificent institution
eloquently highlights (a) a lofty ambition to bring in a great number of faculties in the college
to be run by eminent men of science and arts.(b) the self-effacing sacrifice of our Kulapathi
and (c) his deep yearning for the uplift of the poor through education at a high level with no
burden on their families in terms of fees and boarding. The unique act of generosity, purely

out of concern for the welfare of the students was our Kulapthi's "Fixed mess” scheme.One
may call it an extension of Kamaraj's Mid-day meal plan. This was truly a boosting boon to
the poor inmates who were provided with boarding for a pittance and free lodging. With little
fanfare, much less known to the public, this humble patron of the poor learners went on to
build this temple of learning, upgrading it with the launching of as many as ten courses in

double-quick time!

One of our Kulapathi's facets of his personality was his discreet nonchalance about
academic and administrative affairs in the college. Never would he enter the portals of the
college during the day. His evening stroll, almost at the dusk, was confined to the sandy area
around the campus!

Yet another master-stroke of this native genius was his spotting the right team that
could rally round him to enrich the institution with men of calibre. Himself a guiding 'star’ in
VOC firmament, he positioned himself as a part of a galaxy of able minds. Prof.A.Sreenivasa
Raghavan, the first Principal was, to our Kulapthi, 'the right man for the right job!.

Prof A.S.R

Prof.A Sreenivasa Raghavan, an erudite scholar, with his known reputation
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as an eloquent teacher, distinguished himself as a versatile strategist' in filling
the academic basket with ten courses of Arts and Science, a record in the annals
of university affiliated colleges. Himself heading the post-graduate department (English) as
professor-emeritus, he became a pioneer in the launching of an array of P.G. courses. What
higher tribute could have been paid to Prof.ASR than our Kulapathi's fervor in celebrating
his Manivizha! Thus, Prof. A.S.R., a co-star in the galaxy, still twinkles in the hearts of many
students and faculty members.

Prof. Menon

Amidst many a scene of virulent student-unrest by misguided anti-social elements,
Prof.Sreedhara Menon, on whom the mantle of headship fell, proved his mettle by effecting
reforms in the office administration. Mr.Velayutham.the office manager's fond memories of
his ‘filing’ techniques bear testimony to Prof.Menon's skill in documenting records.
Excellent spadework, genuine trust in the teams of faculty and office staff, generous
hospitality through copious supply of catering items and above all, a winning smile, marked
the grandeur of the two magnificient events, Gandhiji's centenary and V.0O.C.
commemoration festival. These events ,by themselves, will merit an enduring memorial to
the mastermind, Prof.Menon. Our college-auditorium,"the mute historian' of yester-age",
bears the stamp of Prof.Menon's creative ideas.

Prof. Subbiah

A striking feature of Prof.Subbiah's tenure,(successor to Prof.Menon), was his
unwavering adherence to such guiding values as punctuality, academic routine and
impeccable uprightness. As a stickler to his principles governed by his own conscience he
seldom stooped to any compromise to placate or please others. Happily settled in his home-
town, he recalls his days in VOC, with justifiable pride_pride in having served this institution
and in preserving the dignity of his office.

Prof C. Packiam

Behind a calm, unruffled demeanour, I found in Prof.Packiam, a strong will to overpower
the anti-social elements trying to disrupt peace in the campus. Undeterred by the threats of a
local 'political’ boss, Prof.Packiam (who succeeded Prof.Subbiah) rusticated his unruly son
from the college. His acquiring Ph.D. in Mathematics, is a feather in the cap of his scholarly
head.
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Prof Duraisamy

Prof.S Duraisamy, as head of our institution merits the credit of having revived
cultural activities after a long gap following two mega-celebrations during Prof.Menon's tenure.
The inter-collegiate cultural events won the acclaim of people from all walks of life. Quite
unassuming and accessible, Prof.Duraiswamy could be seen everywhere around the
departments, but in the Principal's chair! So graceful was his rapport with members of faculties.

Quite a few may not be aware of Prof.Duraisamy's remarkable post-retirement career
as co-ordinator in Indian Red-Cross Society,Chennai. (Youth Red Cross).l was witness to
the phenomenal spurt in the Y.R..C units of all colleges in and out of Chennai, thanks to the
relentless zeal with which Prof.Duraiswamy activated the YRC branches in colleges.

Dept. of English

Let me flatter myself with justifiable pride about my good fortune to have been blessed
with the inspiration, guidance and encouragement of stalwarts like Prof.M.N.V.Sastri,
Dr.Rengachari and Prof.Sankaran. The charming majesty of Prof.Sastri in his N.C.C. outfit
and the vast erudition and powerful eloquence of Dr.Ranghachari won the admiration of
members of all faculties. Prof.Sankaran's natural flair for elegant flow of words with ease and
grace, was an object lesson for young scholars in this profession. Matched with his gifted
tongue, were his disarming smile and persuasive temper which earned respect and adoration
from students and colleagues. He continues to serve our institution as President of VOC
Educational Society and I reckon that this is a deserving honour to a great teacher.Very few
outside our department could have had the pleasure of relishing Prof.A.E.Arumugam'’s
punch-expressions and startling epithets (all in good fun!) His dignified bearing and cool
modesty haunt my thoughts about my late-lamented colleague.

The Department of English and students of literature, can ill-afford to 'pass by' the
solid guide materials published by Prof.G Vaidyanathan. I can honestly assert that none of
the doyens of English faculty in our university has worked on writers like Dylan Thomas,
Tennessee Williams and Mulk Raj Anand (to name just a few), as Prof. G.V. (the guiding
star to learners) has done.

No less unique is Prof.Sreenivasarangan's biography of Prof.A.S.R.(with a foreword by
our Kulapthi) to consecrate the memory of our beloved Professor Emeritus.

A translation of the Urdu poet Mirza-ghalib's verses displays yet another dimension of

Prof.Rangan's creative interests.
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Prof. RAJAPPA

To think of Prof.Rajappa, is to imagine a picture of a slow-moving meteor rising
like a dazzling star. Mr.Rajappa , was an attender who relished being more as an errand boy
than a helper in the library. With a pass in P.U.C., he set out on his steady journey to acquire
his Master's Degree in History. Then he metaphorsed himself into a faculty member of
History Deparment of our college. His elevation as Principal of a college under Manomaniam
University is a well-deserved recognition of his sustained academic ventures. To cap it all,
he has obtained his Ph.d. with an offer of a lucrative position abroad. Yet, never does
Prof.Rajappa fail to acknowlegdge his indebtedness to the management and a host of

benefactors (Prof.Sankaran, his mentor and well-wisher) for his stellar career.
Manager

True to the position he held .Mr.Velayutham performed his managerial task with
artistic diplomacy. He was ever on the move, to look into the needs of teaching staff or to
appraise the Principal or Secretary with details of office-affairs. The most endearing aspect
of Mr.Velayutham's career was his accommodative spirit, unruffled by the strain of almost a
24 x T work schedule. The office of our college-secretary continues to secure his assistance,

as he is indeed a part of our institution.

Dr. A.P.C. V.C. Veerabahu

Under a galaxy of talented stalwarts glittering in VOC firmament, our young and
spirited Principal, Dr A.P.C.V.C. Veerabahu is gifted with his inheritance of a glorious
legacy that the founder and other elders associated with VOC institution have left behind. He
has all the requisites - academic talent, age, qualities of leadership and above all the (genes)
genius of an illustrious family. The dynamic presence and support of our esteemed
Secretary, Shri A.P.C.V.Chockalingam, will stand by this young Head! We are confident that
the Olympian ideals of a stronger will to reach out to indigent students, 'faster' development
of Research-infra-structure and 'higher' growth of all-round achievement at all levels-
sports, fine arts and academic calibre will inspire our young captain to sustain and enhance
the glory of VOC.
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PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi,
April 6, 1972

Dear Shri Veersbahu,

Thank you for your letter and the
snote which gives useful suggestions, 1
tgntlrel dgree that the organization must
e revitalised and cpportunities given to
sthe public for a better understanding of
‘our policies,

With good wishes, ;

Yours sincerely,

(Indira Gandhj)

Shri A,P.C. Veerabahu,
Convenor,

Tamilnadu Congress Committee,
8, Gangadeeswarar Kov1l Street,
Madras- 84,

PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi,
November 10, 1972. .

Dear Shri Veerabahu,

Thanﬁ you fgr your interesting
and comprehensive note on the situation
in Tamil Nadu. .

1 agregl_'—t?hat our party should be
more active atrthe district and even

lover levels,

Yours sincerely,

e el o o AL

(Indira Gandhi)

Shri A.P.C. Veerabahu,

76, Beach Road,
Tuticorin._
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V.0.Chidambaram College, Thoothukudi - 628008

A.P.C. Veerabahu Centenary Celebration - 2015

SI.No. Name of the Programmes Date
1 V.0.Chidambaram Statue Open 02.02.2015
2. APC Fest -Cultural Competition 1;0'?022'.22001155-
3; Blood Donation Camp 13.02.2015
4. Two Day National Seminar 2267003322001 155-
5. Alumni Meet 18.07.2015
6. Mini Marathon 13.08.2015
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8. [21.12.2015| National Level Workshop Ghamistry
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